Introduction
Fully grown oocytes of all mammalian species are meiotically arrested by a follicular inhibitor until the preovulatory surge of LH. Although the nature of this inhibitor has not been definitely established, it is believed to originate in the mem¬ brana granulosa. The association between the germ cell and granulosa cells is believed to be crucial for maintaining oocyte meiotic arrest (Buccione et al, 1990) . However, the mechanism involved in the control of meiotic arrest by granulosa cells is poorly understood.
Studies by Kotsuji et al (1990) (Henderson et al, 1982; Dieleman et al, 1983) .
Materials and Methods

Preparation of granulosa and thecal cells
Ovaries were obtained from an abattoir. Granulosa and thecal cells were prepared according to the method described by Kotsuji et al (1990 (Fig. 4a) (Fig. 4b) (1983) reported that FSH has meiosis-arresting activity on mouse oocytes, although its effect is transient (< 4 Marion, 1961; Henderson and Moon, 1979; Skinner and Osteen, 1988) . In a previous study (Kotsuji et al, 1990) (Tsafriri and Channing, 1975; Leibfried et al, 1980; Eppig, 1991 
